
THE CONTROVERSIES SURROUNDING THE DDT

Over the next several decades, DDT would become one of the most significant and controversial chemicals of the
twentieth century. DDT was.

Interview with Thomas H. After monitoring pesticide movement since , they conclude that continued use--and
misuse--of pesticides in some countries, including the United States, has spread contamination through rainfall
and ocean currents around the globe. Since DDT was banned in the U. Historian Allan Brandt has described
how in the s and s, medical professionals and political officials faced a controversy sustained by the tobacco
industry regarding the causal relationship between cigarettes and smoking, drawing out confirmation of that
relationship for more than a decade. One of the new EPA's first acts was to ban DDT, due to both concerns
about harm to the environment and the potential for harm to human health. But the IRS program had already
transitioned to other chemicals as local mosquitos began to develop a tolerance to DDT. But malaria is not
part of the public debate as AIDS is, and DDT does not have the same cultural urgency for the religious right
that abstinence does. But various factors, chiefly the persistence of DDT's toxic image in the West and the
disproportionate weight that American decisions carry worldwide, have conspired to make it essentially
unavailable to most malarial nations. The first three were a bicycle, a radio and, most heartbreakingly, a plastic
bucket. Probably the worst thing that ever happened to malaria in poor nations was its eradication in rich ones.
Food Cosmet Toxicol. Roberts said that the quantities used for house spraying are so small that Guyana, to
take one example, could protect every single citizen of its malarious zones with the same amount of DDT once
used to spray 1, acres of cotton. Many African scientists and health officials report being told by donors,
''You'll have trouble getting money for this'' or ''Donors believe this has unacceptable environmental effects.
There is no law that says if America cannot use DDT then neither can Mozambique, but that's how it works.
Once we discovered it was harming the ecosystem, we made even its safe use impossible for far poorer and
sicker nations. At the same time, DDT's indiscriminate use was provoking the development of resistance
among mosquitoes, and many countries were shifting to decentralized health systems, which meant they were
no longer able to organize nationwide house spraying. The degree to which DDT helped significantly reduce
the malaria burden is the subject of ongoing debate, but it is still deployed around the world as a valuable
disease-fighting tool. Related Stories. But children sick with malaria might perceive a more deadly hypocrisy
in our failure to do so: America and Europe used DDT irresponsibly to wipe out malaria. Malaria gets AIDS's
dregs. With little resources or development, farmers were raising crops naturally, which were then bought for
export to Europe at premium prices. With the exception of South Africa and a few others, African countries
depend heavily on donors to pay for malaria control. But Bidleman notes that widespread agricultural use of
the pesticide has led to a resurgence of malaria as mosquitoes develop natural resistance to DDT. In the district
of Apac in northern Uganda, the risk of malaria is higher than anywhere else in the world.


