
SIMILARITIES BETWEEN NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN COLONIES IN THE

17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES

The Northern and Southern colonies in the seventeenth century had many differences and similarities in the way their
region if the world was maintained and.

Northern colonies were founded by pilgrims who wanted religious freedom, whereas southern colonies were
founded to grant colonists opportunities for land ownership. The Indians were the original settlers in the
colonies as well as the rest of what would become America. Shipbuilding and fishing also dominated port
cities, such as Boston. The early history of the north and the southern colonies had distinct features, but also
shared similar views on not only religion but also political, economic and social systems. Despite a similar
determination to thrive in a new world, the Northern and Southern colonies differed substantially in their
economies. They also raised rice and indigo in South Carolina and Georgia. The planters more and more
turned to Africans to meet their needs for labor, also African Americans were very good at planting and
farming. They both employed economic policies based on their ideas of a nation. The Carolinas needed cheap
labor to grow their cash crops, but they could not afford African slaves. John Eliot, a Puritan leader, for
example, helped set up a school within Harvard, to help Indians learn English and culture Davidson, et al  The
soil in the North was too rocky and the climate was too unstable to have a promising agricultural industry.
Instead, the North focused on trade and manufacturing, building ships to transport Southern harvests, and
advancing industries such as light machinery and advanced production of textiles. In societies like those of the
Quakers, even women were granted an education. In the Chesapeake region, there were few churches whereas
in the North, community life centered around churches, contributing further to a more stable society, which
would help the Northerners in the long run. There was less emphasis on education since many of the
inhabitants were slaves or indentured servants. The Northern colonies also needed help from the Indians to
survive the harsh winters, so treating them well was important. Social structures were similar and were
established along similar lines. Britain was busy dealing with its own government issues and change in rulers
and did not have the time to strictly administer the colonies. Despite their massive Atlantic slave trade, Britain
itself utilized very few slaves, preferring indentured servants when the need called instead. Religion played a
major role in the early societies in the north and the south. Although the two regions in the 17th and 18th
centuries may appear to be similar on the surface, there are many obvious differences in economy, treatment
of Natives, and stability, stemming from the reasons they were founded in the first place. Social Differences In
the New England colonies, the Puritans and Quakers built their societies on precepts of the Bible, whereas
southern colonies relied on a conventional, class-based society. People were allowed to practice any Christian
religion they wanted. New England's rum distilleries were integral to the sustainability of the triangle trade.
Almost every male settler in the North owned property, so small farms were, in fact, established across New
England and the Mid Atlantic colonies Davidson, et al  They exported agricultural products to both New
England and Europe. Although the Northern Colonists were involved in a number of conflicts with the natives,
they were not nearly as cruel as the Southern Colonists. As a result of different land and climates in the North
and South, their economies differed, affecting many more aspects of the colonies as well. During this period,
each region developed a distinctive identity that would dramatically affect the manner with which it
participated in the American economy. In other words, Slavey grew strong in the Southern Colonies because
by the middle of the s, there were many large plantations in the Southern Colonies. Though the South is
historically known for its cotton production, primarily it produced tobacco as its main crop during the colonial
years. The unplanned arrival in Plymouth, rather than the South, contributed even more to how different the
two regions really were, based on geography. While the early settlers were all looking for new experiences,
different types of people populated the Northern and Southern colonies. Their differences in political, social,
and economic issues shaped our country into what we are today. The rich soil and mild winters allowed this
crop to be grown throughout the entire year, quickly making the Southern colonies the principal supplier of
tobacco in the English empire. Farmers and Artisans Tobacco field. During the 18th century, there were
several interesting developments that took place in both southern and northern colonies. These similarities
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included how they maintained and controlled their power. Facebook 0. The sudden need for cheap labor led to
the reliance on slavery, which would dominate the Southern economy and way of life for many years to come.
Given the choice, where would you have preferred to live? The heavy influence of the West Point was seen in
their military strategies and tactics, including their weaponry, training, rank structure and their chain of
command. Merchants and Manufacturers The North built ships. Inequality was evident in their social stratum.
Regarding governance, both the north and the south had legislatures that could create, amend and ratified laws,
but lacked the proper representation of all classes.


