
SUMMARY OF THE BATTLE OF FORT

Fort Henry. Other Names: None. Location: Stewart County and Henry County, Tennessee, and Calloway County,
Kentucky. Campaign: Federal Penetration up .

Foote had miscalculated the assault. On seeing the flag shot away, Louis Wigfallâ€”aide to Beauregard,
fire-eater, and former U. During the battle, Johnson, the engineering officer who briefly commanded Fort
Donelson in late January, was effectively superseded by Brig. Through the center of the Confederate line ran
the marshy Indian Creek, this point defended primarily by artillery overlooking it on each side. Grant believed
his position allowed him to forego a planned siege and successfully storm the fort. One attempt to resupply
Sumter took place in January but the ship, the Star of the West, was turned away by Rebel guns. The
wheelhouse of his flagship, USS St. What followed was basically a siege of Fort Sumter, with supplies and
communication controlled by Pickens. Floyd left the next morning on the only steamer available, taking his
two regiments of Virginia infantry. Buckner, a fellow U. The General Simon Bolivar Buckner, however,
argued that they were in a desperate position that was getting worse with the arrival of Union reinforcements.
He learned that Anderson would probably be out of food by mid-April. Its main purpose was to guard
Charleston Harbor. Not expecting a land assault from the Confederates, he was up before dawn and had
headed off to visit Flag Officer Foote on his flagship downriver. Halfway through, one of the guns discharged
prematurely, killing Private Daniel Hough, who had emigrated to the U. Gordon suggested to Lee the
possibility of a successful offensive strike against Grant. The enemy will have to be in a hurry if he gets ahead
of me. McClernand sent a message requesting assistance from Lew Wallace, but Wallace had no orders from
Grant, who was still absent, to respond to an attack on a fellow officer and declined the initial request. He had
been appointed by Confederate president Jefferson Davis to take command of the military situation in
Charleston. When the French refused to leave, Washington led a sneak attack on the French from his own
headquarters at Great Meadows, south of Fort Duquesne. Pillow, normally quite aggressive in battle, was
unnerved and announced that since their movement had been detected, the breakout had to be postponed. A
second messenger arrived at Wallace's camp in tears, crying, "Our right flank is turned! Beauregard , in
command of the Confederate forces there and Maj. Nathan Bedford Forrest. Anderson had indicated he needed
supplies and reinforcements in early March and again on April 3, but did not received news or further
instruction until April 8, when he received a letter from Washington informing him of that a relief expedition
was being mounted. Pemberton 's at the Siege of Vicksburg and the third Robert E. Columbus was evacuated
on March 2. Morrison 's brigade, along with one regiment, the 48th Illinois , from Col. Charles Cruft , to aid
McClernand. Despite two hours of repeated counterattacks, the Confederates could not repel Smith from the
captured earthworks. Army officer at that time, loaned Grant money to return home to Illinois after Grant had
been forced to resign his commission. Historian Kendall Gott suggested that it would have been more prudent
to stay as far downriver as possible, and use the fleet's longer-range guns to reduce the fort. Feeling
overwhelmed, Floyd left most of the actual command to Pillow and Buckner. Buckner's position finally
carried the meeting. A brief skirmish ensued until orders from Buckner arrived to fall back within the
entrenchments. Pillow, who arrived at Fort Donelson on February 9, was displaced from overall command of
the fort when the more-senior Floyd arrived. Planned and led by Gordon, the pre-dawn assault on March 25th
overpowered the garrisons of Fort Stedman and Batteries 10, 11 and  Elsewhere, elements of the Second and
Sixth Corps southwest of Petersburg assaulted and captured the Confederate picket lines in their respective
fronts, which had been weakened to support the assault on Fort Stedman. Although rightfully in command of
two of the three regiments, Morrison volunteered to turn over command once the attack was under way;
however, when the attack began, Morrison was wounded, eliminating any leadership ambiguity. Shortly after,
Pickens allowed the evacuation of 45 women and children to provide some measure of relief. After hearing
sounds of artillery fire, Pillow returned to Fort Donelson to resume command. To Buckner's dismay, Grant
showed no mercy towards men he considered to be rebelling against the federal government. Nathan Bedford
Forrest Floyd's Confederate force of approximately 17, men consisted of three divisions Army of Central
Kentucky , garrison troops, and attached cavalry. Troops were moved behind the lines and the assault readied,
but at the last minute a Union sharpshooter killed one of Pillow's aides. Wharton when Floyd took command
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of the entire force and Brig.


