
ABOLISHING SLAVERY ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Abraham Lincoln's position on slavery is one of the most discussed aspects of his life. Lincoln slavery in new western
lands could block "free labor on free soil." As early as the s, Lincoln had been politically attacked as an abolitionist.

Their bow to anti-black sentiment was in large measure defensive. During his career, however, he actually said
very little about race. The author of several well-regarded biographies, including one of Lincoln, Kaplan is at
his best with his brief portraits of a diverse cast of characters. And when this new principle [that African
Americans were not covered by the phrase "all men are created equal"] -- this new proposition that no human
being ever thought of three years ago, -- is brought forward, I combat it as having an evil tendency, if not an
evil design; I combat it as having a tendency to dehumanize the negro -- to take away from him the right of
ever striving to be a man. Circumstantial freedom was a glorious reality, and Americans continually celebrated
it. In three hours Lincoln had placed himself at the head of the Anti-Nebraska forces in Illinois. In this
company his views chrystallized, and when he came out from them he was fixed in his ideas of the
emancipation of the slaves. Careless of his attire, ungraceful in his movements, I thought as he came forward
to address the audience that was the most ungainly figure I had ever seen upon a platform. That sight was a
continual torment to me; and I see something like it every time I touch the Ohio, or any other slave-border. He
believed that if slavery would expand it would become so unprofitable that it would be abandoned. The
resolution was adopted by Congress; however, the Southern states refused to comply. William H. I have since
talked with many who were present and all substantially concur in enthusiastic remembrances of it. He
attacked Lincoln, precisely as he would have done in , with the charge that he was an abolitionist, a member of
a sectional party whose success would imperil the Union. In , in Bailey vs Cromwell he represented a black
woman and her children who were free and could not be sold back to slavery. They believe that the institution
of slavery is founded on both injustice and bad policy; but that the promulgation of abolition doctrines tends
rather to increase than to abate its evils. The slave whom you can not drive with the lash to break seventy-five
pounds of hemp in a day, if you will task him to break a hundred, and promise him pay for all he does over, he
will break you a hundred and fifty. That such necessity does not exist in the teritories[sic], where slavery is not
present. In he began to warn the states that if they did not abolish slavery on their own, the institution would
succumb to the "incidents of war" and would be undermined by "mere friction and abrasion. Four months in,
Lincoln countermands a General's order to free slaves of owners resisting the US, fearful that this will commit
him to a totally abolitionist stance. Not that a runaway can expect much mercy if they make it to the North. I
observed that, although awkward, he was not in the least embarrassed. I insist that they found the institution of
slavery existing here. Six weeks later while campaigning in New England, Mr. Lincoln had already decided to
free some and was in effect forewarning potential opponents of the Emancipation Proclamation that they must
accept it as a necessary measure to save the Union. Limitation of slavery not abolition Because of the
constitutionality of slavery the government had no right to abolish slavery where it already existed, the only
way was to limit its spread. And, so Lincoln reasoned, since this principle is best expressed in the Declaration
of Independence, without that document there could have been neither free government nor prosperity. By the
time the House of Representatives sent the Thirteenth Amendment to the states for ratification the ratio of free
to slave states was 9, or three-quarters. Between January, , and January, , seven slave states abolished slavery,
all under intense pressure from the federal government. Lincoln agreed and returned to edit the draft over the
summer. Those who deny freedom to others, deserve it not for themselves; and, under a just God, can not long
retain it.


