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Ethan Frome Essay Essay, Research Paper. Ethan Frome Essay. Could you ever imagine living your entire life in the
same town and if you try to leave.

Ethan Frome, the main character of Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton, was born into a poor family stricken with
bad luck. Furthermore, the story goes back in time to explain why the town treats Ethan the way they do
Personal Analysis A. It seemed all she ever did was complain, and he resented this because it stifled his
growing soul. The author also compounds the image of a barren wasteland by having the story take place in
winter, which in the New England region acts as a crippling force, equivalent to a substantial army besieging a
weak defenseless town Both Jay and Ethan suffer from a great loneliness, emptiness, their dreams in which
can never come true. Scott Fitzgerald. Zeena changes Ethan through their marriage, and her illness. Winter
describes the character of Zeena as well as the character of Ethan after the "smash up" which contrasts that of
Mattie, Ethan's true love Just before he talks to Zeena that day, despair seized him at the thought of her setting
out alone to renew the weary quest for work  One night, when Ethan stood outside in the cold winter of his
village, he saw Mattie dancing with Dennis Eady, a local handsome man. Explore the ways in which Wharton
arouses sympathy in the reader for the main character, Ethan Frome. Too many winters in Starkfield had taken
its toll on Ethan, and it was obvious to see. In the novel, Ethan Frome all three main characters are emtionally
dead. Order a custom research paper on ANY topic. The setting greatly influences the characters,
transportation, and activities. His wife was seven years his senior and always seemed to have some kind of
illness. The plot revolves around a bleak, dark, and barren landscape set in the town of Starkfield,
Massachusetts. Afraid of being alone, Ethan slipped an arm through hers, as Eady had done  What he
discovers is a tragic tale of human suffering, an excellent example of tragic irony. That is until he meets Mattie
Silver; his hope for a better life. In this way Ethan had his last failure in not exceeding to die with his love,
instead he had to live with the guilt from his wife, the injured Mattie, and broken dreams. Ethan is full of fear,
impracticality, and desperation. The novel, Ethan Frome, by Edith Wharton, is a magnificent example of
literature from the Realistic period. It is shown in three ways throughout the story: Ethan's marriage, him not
being able to stand up to Zeena, and his involvement in the "smash up".


