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In The Machine That Won the War by Isaac Asimov we have the theme of doubt, reliability, trust, chance, responsibility,
independence and.

It would not be halted long, of course, for the needs of peace would be pressing. He sat down rather wearily on
one of the technicians' revolving stools and his uniform, in which he had never been comfortable, took on a
heavy and wrinkled appearance. It was just as risky to allow Multivac make the decisions as it was for Swift to
make them. They were out feeding computers on a thousand different space devices. Some critics might argue
that Multivac because it was receiving corrected information form Henderson might have a responsibility in
winning the war. It had to be thrown off, along with the war-now! Leaving the talents of Multivac aside and
allowing for a human input to decide the fortunes of Earth. Not reliably. The Sitting Bee, 2 May. Suddenly, it
was as though that weight were too great to be borne longer. In this short pause that the three had sought out in
the one peaceful corner of a city gone mad; in this interval between the dangers of war and the difficulties of
peace, when, for one moment, their minds might find a moment's rest, he felt only his own weight of blame.
Though again Asimov does not go into how many casualties there may have been. As often happens at times
of war. Particularly when human information is being feed into the computer. After all, you did make
decisions. You said nothing to us about it being worthless. Henderson said, "Multivac had nothing to do with
victory. If anything the reliance or reliability of Multivac is being called into question. He had to remember
that. Let Multivac be the machine that won the war, if it pleases them. At first, I hardly dared. He stated that
ever since the beginning of the war, he had been hiding a secret. Put reliance on the data. Besides, do you
think I could trust the spare parts sent to me by the Federation supply department in the last years? Instead
Henderson and Jablonsky worked in secret and allowed for Multivac to output the information that they
thought was best. The horror of the responsibility of such decisions was unbearable and even Multivac was not
sufficient to remove the weight. From his experience in the war, watching many soldiers be physically
destroyed, and others, including himself, be mentally broken down into tiny, unfixableâ€¦. Towards the end, I
scarcely cared. Swift smiled in a rather ashamed fashion. The war was still long-range; an adventure without
real danger. Group leaders, both civilian and military, were anxious to build up their own reputation, so they
hid the bad and made the good seem better than it was. I just wrote out the information as it was needed.


