
HAMLETS ATTITUDE TOWARDS WOMEN ESSAY

Free Essay: What is revealed about Hamlet's attitude towards women through his treatment of Ophelia? The character
of Ophelia is most often.

Related Interests. III, vi, Sharmin 15 Hamlet is doing this perhaps to awaken Gertrude to notice the evil-doings
of Claudius, so she will not be so obedient to the murderer of her husband. Throughout the play, it seems as
though these women have no actual standing in society. Charactershave foils, scenes and ideas contrast each
other, sometimes within the samesoliloquy. Come your ways. Is she simply a blameless victim seeking
dependence upon a authoritative leader or is she a malicious woman hungry for power and capable of murder?
The first soliloquy of Hamlet takes place early in the III, i, Ophelia makes this speech with an endeavor to
provoke Hamlet into declaring his love, but instead he called her a liar. It seems as though Shakespeare
thought of them as tools, as most men did at the time. She is made mad not only by circumstance but by
something in herself. In William Shakespeares play Hamlet, the protagonist Hamlet shows a negative view
towards the women in his life. Consequently, their motives and thoughts are insignificant and only become of
relevance when in relation. In his movie Kenneth Branagh presents Ophelia as an intimidated victim. However
in As You Like It the form of weakness is III, iv, After Polonius death, Hamlet tests Queen Gertrude to check
whether she was a party to King Claudius conspiracy of killing King Hamlet and finding her innocent in this
case, Hamlet gets a bit satisfaction. Ophelia allows herself to be used by Polonius, obeying him and doing
whatever he pleases, no matter how humiliating it is to herself. The answer is somewhat unequivocal because
we can never find any conclusive textual references. Johnson Michael Flood defines misogyny as the hatred of
women and notes: Though most common in men, misogyny also exists in and is practiced by women against
other women or even themselves. Hamlet feels that his father deserves more than one month of bereavement
and by remarrying so quickly Gertrude has done injustice to her former husbands memories. The Portrayal of
Shakespeare's Hamlet in Cinema Essay Words 9 Pages This indecisiveness is apparent again in this quotation
from Rothwell 'Prince Hamlet as misogynist is but one of the princes multiple masks that include avenger, wit,
actor, manager, director, philosopher, murderer, duelist, soldier, courtier, "glass of fashion", and almost every
other imaginable human trait With his choice to put on this act of antic Shakespeares Heroines: Characteristics
of Women  V, i, In these lines Hamlet expresses his intense grief for the loss of his beloved Ophelia. Rothwell,
, pp. A personality forced into such deep hiding that it has seemed almost vacant, has all the time been so open
to impressions that they now usurp her reflexes and take possession of her. This portrays sheer impudence to
women , conveying that the attitude of that time was one that put no consideration towards the feelings of
women. He can feel his fathers grief as a son and as a lover. The fluctuating emotions that Hamlet shows
throughout is what makes the play so easy to relate to as a human and also what makes the possibility of there
being multiple interpretations on how he really feels It is not, nor it cannot come to good. You are on page 1of
17 Search inside document Sharmin 1 Hamlets attitude towards women: Misogynistic or not! Norton and
Company. To a nunnery, go and quickly Too. Claudius and Gertrude,Hamlet's mother, tell Hamlet to get over
his father's death.


