
CHAPTER 2 WRITING AN ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY

1 Chapter 2 Writing an Argumentative Essay Grade 8 Common Core Writing Companion Â© Perfection Learning Â®
Reproduction permitted for classroom use only.

Do all of its parts fit together logically? Vesuvius was flowing too fast, and there was nowhere for someone
living in Pompeii to go to escape it in time. In this case, to avoid any ambiguity, you can see that the support
for the conclusion comes independently from statements 1 and 2, on the one hand, and from statement 3, on
the other hand. Bob showed me a graph with rising obesity rates, and I was very surprised to see how much
they had risen. If you need a few examples before you start writing your own thesis, take a look at these
example argumentative thesis statements. You need to fully incorporate evidence into your argument. Charlie
is barking. Thus, the main claim of an essay is also the thesis. When you ask people to do or think something
they otherwise would not, they quite naturally want to know why they should do so. Therefore, Muhammad
prays to Allah. Proof that these women have been abused comes from multiple surveys done with female
prostitutes that show a high percentage of self-reported sexual abuse as children. Therefore, there must be a
burglar outside. Logicians, scholars who study and apply logic, have devised a number of formal techniques
that accomplish this goal for certain classes of arguments. By delaying the age when teens can drive on their
own, they would have more time to practice their driving with parents and continued Notice that the writer
cites evidence in support of his position. Anyone who eats the crab rangoon at China Food restaurant will
probably have stomach troubles afterward. This connection is the warrant. To find possible counterarguments
and keep in mind there can be many counterpoints to one claim , ask the following questions: Could someone
draw a different conclusion from the facts or examples you present? The main claim of an essay is the point of
the essay and provides the purpose for the essay. Tip Student writers sometimes assume that readers already
know the information being written about; students may be wary of elaborating too much because they think
their points are obvious. Form or type of text. Therefore, Katie is smarter than a chimpanzee. However, there
is also a reason offered in support of B. Premise Indicatorsâ€”terms that signal that a premise, or reason, is
coming. Consider using one of these phrasesâ€”or ones like themâ€”at the beginning of a paragraph:
Researchers have challenged these claims withâ€¦ Critics argue that this viewâ€¦ Some readers may point toâ€¦
What Are More Complex Argument Structures? Because almost all professional athletes who are missing their
front teeth have false teeth, it follows that Martin probably has false teeth. What is the quality of the data? To
do so, you need to include counterarguments and the rebuttal. When people apply the principles of logic to
employ and evaluate arguments in real life situations and studies, they are using informal logic. Is it worth
making? Ask yourself, Are the authors identified? Gerald is a mathematics professor. However, a sentence is
still a statement, even if it is false. Rebuttal The next step is to include the rebuttal. They also point continued
What evidence does the writer in response to the counterclaim? Restate the importance of your issue Similar to
what you did in your introduction, you want to state why this topic is critical. Complex arguments may have
layers to them, including an intermediate argument that may act as both a conclusion with its own premises
and a premise for the main conclusion. Opposing points of view and arguments exist in every debate. Address
at least one counterclaim and support your ideas with relevant evidence from your research. The first test for
deductive arguments is validity, a concept that is central to logical thinking.


