
THE EUROPEANISM AND MODERNIZATION OF THE SPANISH COLONIES

Theories of modernization, globalization, and dependency have assigned a clear role to The Europe-Latin America
connection, during and after the colony, became the main . Europeans for sure did not see modernity in Latin America.

The encouragement of patriotism and the construction of national identity, for instance, appeared as top
priorities in the agenda of the new republican states. In Morocco, for example, an estimated 60, Moroccans
worked as more-or-less permanent agricultural laborers on the European farms  Yet Latin American modernity
and innovation in institutional design and nation-building cannot be fully understood by looking at these
indicators alone. Today, these imported crops from the Andes form a considerable part of the diet of China's
billion-plus population. Madison disagreed. Some of these constituted a group of relatively new rich, but
probably the majority were members of the traditional privileged class who were judiciously adapting to the
new ground rules. But Columbus and his fellow Europeans greatly miscalculated the circumference of the
earth. As a result, cultural and demographic transplantation combined into an irresistable force. Numerous
scholars have attempted to analyze and categorize colonial activities by determining if they have positive or
negative outcomes. Algeria after a century and a quarter had not become French in when the FLN launched its
armed struggle for independence. Whether this was a better institutional choice or not for Latin America, or
whether modernity is better than other political and social arrangements, is not my concern here. In other
words, in both Americas, members imagined and conceptualized their nations through its future rather than its
past. Benedict Anderson writes that by the mid-nineteenth century "a model of the independent nation-state
was available for pirating" and that this model was crafted in Latin America. To a large extent they simply
brought with them the ideologies, prejudices and life-styles of the old country. In other words, nation builders
subscribed to, at the time, a popular modern notion: one nation to each state, and one state to each nation. The
struggle, instead, involved successive waves of native Tunisian efforts to organize, indoctrinate and mobilize
their society in an endurance test against a French colonial presence conceded to be irremovable through
frontal attack. In Latin America, modernity took its own form and roots, especially in regard to those
developments. As has often been said, this political map has experienced only a few alterations to the present
day. Ethnicity, culture, and language are known factors that have contributed to identity. Perhaps the most
important consequence of the Colombian Exchange was the forced migration and enslavement of millions of
people. It also sets the stage for a few remarks by way of conclusion. The initial solution to this problem was
direct rule, [10] which involves the establishment of a centralized European authority within a territory run by
colonial officials. The astonishing thing about this was that they had come across the ocean from the east. In
Europe, these threats were not as powerful. But this agricultural revolution had its downsides, as many
mountain forests fell victim to the new cropland. Thus, urban crowds seemed to symbolize, at the same time,
the most dangerous manifestations of modern life and a source of promise and inspiration. The problem that
elites and the state faced was to make the instrumentation of this conception of the nation possible, and to
convince those who belonged to the "undesired" ethnicities and the poor in general that their "nation" would
embrace them.


