
AN ANALYSIS OF THE THEME OF MAKING CHOICES IN THE MOVIE

AMERICAN BEAUTY

The movie American Beauty shows what can happen when one achieves the Lester then crashes and makes a life
changing choice by black mailing his boss, uses cinematography and characters to develop the overall theme of the
movie . . his family would not have ever reflected on their lives to make the necessary .

The Burnham family is a symbol by having a white picket fence, blue window shutters, and red roses; red,
white, and blue are true American colors. Magritte was somehow different from the other surrealists because
he used ordinary objects in combinations which evoked a state of daydream. Ricky's ability to love Jane stems
from this remarkable ability to trust in the inherent goodness of others. Firstly, there is an alternative way of
defining a tonic: in this passage, the pitch Bb can be clearly identified as being a pole of attraction for the
other sounds. On closer inspection, many of the celebrities have had various plastic surgeries to manipulate
themselves into a so-called "perfect" form. In American Beauty Mendes uses the voyeuristic tendencies of the
spectator to acknowledge the permeating constructed images In Ex 2. They started out as a way to bring tourist
to Atlantic City. His is the only example shown of a person turning his life around, and he's killed before he's
really done it, immediately after the first level of real success. Society's idea of beauty is unachievable,
demoralizing, and dangerously obsessive. This encounter with Angela causes Lester to recognize the failed
reality of his life, and he sets out to change it While he, too, projects a false image and keeps secrets, it's
mainly just to his father. Lester Burnham, played by Kevin Spacey, is married to Carolyn Burnham, played by
Annette Betting, and their marriage is picture perfect on the outside, but the perfection is only superficially.
Not only has she shared her health tips on Good Morning America and the Dr These include long healthy hair,
straight white teeth, high cheek bones, slender bodies and delicate feminine features. In the movie American
Beauty, the character of Lester Burnham must make many important choices that could either lead to his
ultimate happiness, or draw him further into his despair Colonel Fitts kills Lester because he has revealed his
true self to him, and cannot bear the idea that some part of himself - a part that he has always tried to keep
hidden - has been exposed. In the movie, his wife portrayed as a successful real estate agent, but she was also
going through her own midlife crisis in both her career and personal life. He narrates his life and lets the
audience in on all of his quirks, flaws and limitations, as well as those of his wife Carolyn Annette Bening and
his daughter Thora Birch. Others claim it to be about the meaning of life. He decides to take control of his life
once again and begins to go back to his happy teenage days, where he spent summers flipping burgers and
smoking pot Carolyn insults her several times "if you're trying to look unattractive, you're succeeding
admirably" , and even slaps her at one point. The only way for a society to change and evolve is for people to
break the norms and step outside of the box. Perhaps not in the same negative way as the others, he still
appears something he is not. The film also utilizes the color red to represent the color of desire, Lester with the
red Pontiac and red rose pedals for his desire for Angela, also Carolyn with the red roses Journal. There seems
to be a theme running through the movie American Beauty where we see people looking to other people as a
source to receive their own sense of confidence, or ultimately, happiness


