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Residents of South Carolina were outraged by the Townsend Acts that taxed tea, paper, wine, glass, and oil.
Columbia and many other towns were burned. John C. Dominated by major planters, it was the only state in
which slaveholders composed a majority of the legislature. After , Eli Whitney 's cotton gin allowed cotton
plantations for short-staple cotton to be widely developed in the Piedmont area, which became known as the
Black Belt. Williamson, Joel. So, while some slaves were freed during this period and might earn enough to
purchase relatives, they could not readily free them. Fort Sumter was vastly outgunned by shore batteries and
was too small to be a military threat but it had high symbolic value. During this rebellion slaves escaped their
plantations, captured guns and ammunition and moved south through the colony gathering recruits and
terrorizing plantation owners. Having lived as a minority among the majority-black slaves, they feared that, if
freed, the slaves would try to "Africanize" the whites' cherished society and culture. Patriots went on to regain
control of Charleston and South Carolina with untrained militiamen by trapping Colonel Banastre "No
Quarter" Tarleton's troops along a river. Hanover, N. For example, Wood argues that Africans were ideal for
habitation in the marshy environment of South Carolina because of immunity against malaria and yellow
fever. The introduction of short staple cotton and the subsequent first great cotton boom created more demand
for slave labor. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press,  After Calhoun's death in , however, South
Carolina was left without a leader great enough in national standing and character to prevent action by those
more militant South Carolinian factions who wanted to secede immediately. Wood also utilizes concepts from
the fields of linguistics and medical science. The slaves in South Carolina were able to use their skills in the
early decades of the colony to improve their personal economic well-being. South Carolina Negroes, â€”
South Carolina lost proportionally more of its young men of fighting age than did any other Southern state.
And, as had happened in the eighteenth century, that majority increased. Just prior to the Revolution, a second
stream of immigrants came directly from northern Ireland via Charleston. They generally were patriots. Slave
owners seized the mail and built a bonfire with it, and other Southern states followed South Carolina's lead in
censoring abolitionist literature. Still, the theory was a popular explanation for economic problems that were
caused in large part by overproduction of cotton in the Deep South competing with South Carolina's declining
crops because of its depleted soil. It was the first state to declare its secession in in response to the election of
Abraham Lincoln. If it was to be a dignified independent nation the Confederacy could not tolerate a foreign
fort in its second largest harbor. The tariffs applied to imports of goods such as iron, wool and finished cotton
products. The book has two main pivotal moments. Geographically they were strongest in the backcountry.
South Carolina was the first state to organize such a convention, meeting in December following the national
election.


