
FOUNDATION FOR THE STUDY OF RELIGION ESSAY

Before religious studies became a field in its own right, His essay The Will to Believe defends the.

One other aspect of religious populations that may motivate philosophy of religion is that philosophy is a tool
that may be used when persons compare different religious traditions. Some adopt compatibilism, affirming
the compatibility of free will and determinism, and conclude that foreknowledge is no more threatening to
freedom than determinism. Additionally they honed in on the question of was the past that people represented
as Christianity really the roots of Christianity? It may be that some kind of cumulative case for theism would
require construing various arguments as mutually reinforcing. Some people do not have a religion by choice
which could be classified as an atheist. Some philosophers propose that in the case of disagreements among
epistemic peers, one should seek some kind of account of the disagreement. Thus, in thinking of God as
omniscient, one might begin with a non-controversial case of a person knowing that a proposition is true,
taking note of what it means for someone to possess that knowledge and of the ways in which the knowledge
is secured. However, if there is at least one necessarily non-contingent being causally responsible for the
cosmos, the cosmos does have an explanation. But it is not clear that an eternal God could be personal.
Swinburne has applied his considerable analytical skills in arguing for the coherence and cogency of theism,
and the analysis and defense of specific Christian teachings about the trinity, incarnation, the resurrection of
Christ, revelation, and more. Both versions of the argument ask us to consider the cosmos in its present state.
First, it seemed as though this methodology was more faithful to the practice of philosophy of religion being
truly about the actual practice of religious persons themselves. The principle can be illustrated in the case of
propositions. Over a period of hundreds of years, Christianity spread through the Roman empire. For example,
Phillips contended that the practice of prayer is best not viewed as humans seeking to influence an all
powerful, invisible person, but to achieve solidarity with other persons in light of the fragility of life. Starting
in c. One reason, however, for supporting the Academies notion that religion and science do not overlap is the
fact that in modern science there has been a bracketing of reference to minds and the mental. A God outside of
time might know that at midnight on 1 July certain things occur, but could God know when it is now that
time? If there were a maximally perfect being, what would it be like? One reason, already noted, is that if God
is not temporally bound, there may be a resolution to the earlier problem of reconciling freedom and
foreknowledge. According to Hempel, we should be concerned with empirical inquiry but see this as defined
by an overall theoretical understanding of reality and the laws of nature. Second, while there has been a
revival of philosophical arguments for and against theism and alternative concepts of God as will be noted in
section 5 , significant numbers of philosophers from the mid-twentieth century onward have concluded that all
the traditional arguments and counter-arguments about the metaphysical claims of religion are indecisive. By
his lights, theism, and also atheism and agnosticism, were nonsense, because they were about the reality or
unreality or unknowability of that which made no difference to our empirical experience. Christianity can be
found on every corner of the globe with nearly two billion followers at the beginning of the 21st century.
However, they share common ground when it comes to their belief in God and his teachings. We believe that
God gave his only Son to save our world from sin.. But theists typically reserve some role for the freedom of
God and thus seek to retain the idea that the cosmos is contingent. A common version of theistic voluntarism
is the claim that for something to be good or right simply means that God approves of permits it and for
something to be bad or wrong means that God disapproves or forbids it. Turn on the evening news, open the
morning newspaper or log on to any news page online and you will find a wide variety of stories that have
some reference to religion. Their work seems as equally important philosophically as it is religiously see
Ranganathan  Thomas Lawson 3. Religious studies journals have been laggard in gaining accessibility through
the Internet, but libraries specializing in religious history have started to catch up. Christianity is a religion
which converted out of Judaism in the first century C. The purpose of it all is to find eternal bliss with the
Creator. Defenders of the argument answer in the affirmative and infer that God exists. The current scientific
popularity of the relational view may offer support to defenders of the argument. There have been many
causes for the spread of Christianity, and it has led to numerous effects.


