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The Columbia Documentary History of Religion in America Since Introduction: Religion and American Life Since World
War II . 96 percent professing belief in God), mainstream American Protestantism went into decline in the s.

Religion in the Public Square Another area in which the diversity of contemporary American religion
manifests itself is in the escalating battles fought in the courts over religious practice in the public square. May
03, Massachusetts passed a law that required church doors to be locked during services - evidently to keep
people from leaving before the long sermons were finished. Maryland's first state constitution in restored the
freedom of religion. Historians agree that diversity characterizes a great deal of late-twentieth-century
American religious life, but how much attention should be given and where to begin speaking of the diversity
remain contested issues. Landmark cases supporting practices within the Amish community their children do
not have to attend high school , the Hare Krishnas the right to proselytize , and the Santeria religion animal
killings for ritual sacrifice are allowed testify to the trend towards a liberal reading of the free exercise clause.
March 22, Religious dissident Anne Hutchinson was expelled from the Massachusetts Bay Colony as
punishment for heresy. Both Bible reading and prayer that are directed by the school have been banned from
public schools since the early s. The list is endless, but let us consider three examples that illustrate the
pluralistic nature of American religion at the close of the twentieth century: the "boomer" generation of
spiritual seekers the growth of non-European, ethnic-religious communities religious rights in the public
square. As always, the teaching of history involves choices. The Methodists and Baptists were the most active
at sponsoring revivals. Books on angels, fascination with reincarnation and the afterlife, New Age music, the
selling of crystals, popular Eastern garb, and best-selling recovery titles testify to how widespread and
"mainstream" seeker spirituality has become in our society. Spain and Italy[ edit ] Adherence to established
forms of church-related worship is in rapid decline in Spain and Italy, and Church authority on social, moral
and ethical issues has been reduced. What is the best way to learn about different religious traditions? Church
trials took place frequently, and Baptist churches expelled members who did not submit to discipline.
Sociologists have estimated that 25 percent of the boomer generation have returned to church, but a full 42
percent have "dropped out" for good. Religious membership, church funding, institutional building, and
traditional faith and practice all increased in the s. How does one respect another's religion while believing
one's own tradition is the correct one? Within a decade there were over 8, like-minded groups with more than
1. An Irish priest, Fr. June 23, William Penn, a Quaker and founder of the colony of Pennsylvania, signed a
famous treaty with the Indians of that region. June A group of Mormons formed an organization that would
obey Joseph Smith "in all things" and in "whatever he requires. Government and college officials in the capital
at Williamsburg were required to attend services at this Anglican church. He was the son of an Irish planter
and a slave. The number of Methodist church members grew from 58, in to , in and 1,, in  Such teaching
struck many of the Quakers' contemporaries as dangerous heresy. Southeast Asians are making their home on
both coasts and in the heartland as well Laotians and the Hmong have established thriving communities in
wintry Wisconsin and Minnesota.


