
MAIN THEMES OF TOUCHING THE VOID

Friendship and Trust. A key theme in Touching the Void is one of friendship. Another key theme of Touching the Void is
a spirit of adventure.

Not just the thoughts of death that Joe and Simon have to confront, but in the stories Joe tells of other climbing
disasters that recur in the book, such as the Japanese climbers. He considers hiding the truth to save himself
having to answer some difficult questions, but when he finally gets back to Richard the story just comes out.
When, in Chapter 3, Joe is confident he can conquer the mountain, we can feel the sense of competition.
Simon suffers the first fall. Secondly, Joe uses a lot of metaphor expressions about fire and water to describe
the extreme extent of physical pains during the mountaineering accident. The book therefore begins with the
literal challenge of the mountain and the world of nature. The central dilemma of the book, therefore, makes
us ask deep questions not just about Simon but about ourselves. The mountain is also a metaphor. The story
therefore really is a journey into the unknown. He is stuck by the sharp smell of human excrement. He has
been two days and three nights without food and water. In the following paragraphs, you will read about the
loyalty that Beowulf has for Hrothgar, the struggle for Beowulf to keep his reputation, and the generosity that
was shown by Hrothgar and Wealhtheow. Scree â€” bits of rock, often shattered by ice, that fall down the
sides of mountains. There is also a clash between the calm, rational personality of the climbers and the strange,
changeable world they climb into. Cornice â€” an overhanging crown of snow formed by the wind at the top
of a mountain. It takes him a while to realise where he is and how he has survived and for a while thinks
maybe Simon is above him and is able to hear. Bivi tent â€” a low tent with just the head-end raised, easy to
carry and set up and perfect for open spaces where wind would threaten to blow down a larger tent. When he
emerges from the physical void, he encounters a personal, psychological void. How both men overcame the
torments of those harrowing days is an epic tale of fear, suffering, and survival, and a poignant testament to
unshakable courage and friendship. In conclusion, therefore, Joe Simpson uses a lot of different writing
techniques to create tension in the book, from dramatic irony and detailed description to contrasting
points-of-view and using mountaineering anecdotes. Brown Girl In the Ring is not the soundtrack to a tragedy
or epic tale of human endurance a movie director would choose! What he finds at the heart of himself,
however, is a kind of mystery. They can wonder at the beauty of the mountain and at their own considerable
achievement. All he need do now is follow them back to the camp. He had felt anxious just before Simon had
dropped. Yates, certain that Simpson was dead, returned to base camp consumed with grief and guilt over
abandoning him. They survive an avalanche and go on, until Joe falls and finds himself hanging in mid-air
with the cliff six feet away from him. Simon uses an ellipsis when trying to understate the situation Joe is in.


