
JOHN LOCKE PRIVATE PROPERTY ESSAYS

In his first essay in a new series on John Locke, Smith explains some essential features of Locke's case for private
property.

Money was invented because people were abusing their property rights. The first is the natural rights argument
where self-ownership implies ownership of those goods created by men through labor. And the taking of this
or that part does not depend on the express consent of all the commoners. For this Labour being the
unquestionable Property of the Labourer, no Man but he can have a right to what that is once joined to, at least
where there is enough, and as good left in common for others. By then, it was safer for writers to propose that
governments rested on contracts, but to add an extra margin of safety, Locke wrote an introduction presenting
the Treatises "to make good the throne of King William" to be certain William couldn't perceive the Treatises
as a threat to his sovereignty. It was no longer held that men actually possess all things in common in a
positive way. Locke nevertheless continued vehemently to deny his authorship of the Treatises until he was on
his death bed and had nothing further to lose by disclosure. It is true that Locke never specifically described
the upward mobile process, yet his economics is full of examples of changing fortunes. John Locke attempts
to create a utopian society in his Second Treatise of Government in the following three ways: his desire for the
equality of men and women; his perspective on slavery; and his beliefs on property. In Locke's thought,
government is the logical arbiter of conflict exacerbated by economic growth. An even more interesting
problem concerns the possibility of disputes among otherwise law abiding men in the state of nature. The
difficulties inherent in trying to discover what a thinker "really meant" apart from what he happened to write
down can be well illustrated by examining the three unusual, even eccentric interpretations of Locke already
alluded to, all of which claim to provide the real key to Locke's political philosophy: Willmoore Kendall's
interpretation of Locke as a majority rule democrat, Leo Strauss's and Richard Cox's view of Locke as a secret
Hobbesian, and, most important for Locke scholars, C. Locke used the term Labour to characterize the act by
which men create property. John Locke, the man who initiated what is now known as British Empiricism, is
also considered highly influential in establishing grounds, theoretically at least, for the constitution of the
United States of America. No one can write about Locke after MacPherson without carefully considering his
position. For being a beast that is still looked upon as common, and no man's private possession, whoever has
employed so much labour about any of that kind as to find and pursue her has thereby removed her from the
state of Nature wherein she was common, and hath begun a property. MacPherson claims that Locke assumed
first "that while the labouring class is a necessary part of the nation its members are not in fact full members of
the body politic and have no claim to be so; and secondly, that the members of the labouring class do not and
cannot live a fully rational life. Men do have rights and they do have power to control the government to
insure that the government operates in their interest rather than in its own interest. Hence the ownership of
private property is one of the major causes of the existence of the state Waldron,  Nor will it invalidate his
right to say everybody else has an equal title to it, and therefore he cannot appropriate, he cannot enclose,
without the consent of all his fellow- commoners, all mankind. First, that "reason, which is that law, teaches
all mankind who will but consult it," and second, that it teaches primarily that "being all equal and
independent, no one ought to harm another in his life liberty or possessions. The fruit or venison which
nourishes the wild Indian, who knows no enclosure, and is still a tenant in common, must be his, and so his- i.


