
COMMAN MISTAKES IN STUDENT RESEARCH PAPERS

Common Errors in Student Research Papers. This is not an exhaustive list. With every new lab protocol, you folks come
up with the darnedest ways of messing.

Thus, not only is the word overused, it is also misused. Unnecessary information like why you used a
particular software to create pie charts, or explaining fundamentals of a topic when the majority of your
readers are already well-versed with it are easy ways to make people lose their interest in your work. In most
cases a superficial discussion ignores mechanisms or fails to explain them completely. A clearly stated
research question helps you organize the information that should be included in your paper. The research
question is not answered. Inaccurate word or phrase Changing temperature had the following affect on the
subject. Lack of a strong thesis statement. Select only the information that is most relevant to the question you
want to answer in your manuscript. Citing newer research thus is a great way to make sure that your
manuscript is relevant and adds to the current conversation about the topic you are addressing. If the data are
better represented by a table, then use a table. Your supporting statements should flesh out your original thesis
statement and have a basis in strong, factual data that you cite and the reader can easily verify. Lack of
research before choosing a thesis statement. Each journal has specific guidelines on how to cite sources as
well. The purpose of experimental science is to discover the truth - not to make the data conform to one's
expectations. Since the number of significant figures used reflects the level of precision of the measurement or
calculation, there is never any need to qualify a measurement or calculation as 'about' or 'approximate. The
data lead to the assumption that x has no relationship to y. Apply Now! Limitations of the study are not
acknowledged. When you print off your paper, please make sure that tables are not split over more than one
page, that headings are not "orphaned," pages submitted out of sequence, etc. Proper credit must be given for
all data and references used within a paper. Do note that I distinguished graphs from chart records. We provide
17 great tips on how to draft good titles and legends for figures in a separate post. Such rejection suggests a
misunderstanding of the scientific method itself.


