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Include an overall summary of each section of the literature review, taking into account the weight of
evidence. In general, trustworthiness is critical, that is, the reader must trust what has been written; the written
language must be clear and grammatically correct; and expectations for length and formatting must be met.
Information from websites and the popular media should be included sparingly only if the sources are
dependable; these references need to be appropriately cited in the reference list. However, a reader of an
article that contains these terms should still be able to understand the general flow of the writing itself. Here is
an example of how the writing associated with the two sentences might have been shaped to provide evidence
for the claims made: There is extensive research evidence that girls outperform boys overall at the end of high
school in e. Do not use direct quotations as substitutes for text; relevant comments or words should introduce
or accompany the direct quotations you use. There is also a vast array of online resources to assist. As you
read the literature, you should keep good records including full citations and summaries of the content, that is,
an annotated bibliography of your sources; there are various software packages that can assist in the task e.
Could this limit my readership? At other grade levels in country X , however, girls are also generally found to
outperform boys in schooling overall e. Know how to cite references accurately, both in-text and in the
reference list. For this abstract, can you identify the elements of the well-written abstract described above?
Could this be offensive to someone? I have recommended to all my doctoral and masters students that in their
dissertations they use APA style. It is the genre of writing used in all academic fields. In a scholarly work, the
author is expected to have insights on the issue at hand, but those insights must be grounded in research,
critical reading , and analysis rather than personal experience or opinion. Scholarly writing is not better than
journalism, fiction, or poetry; it is just a different category. Take a look at some examples below: Needs
Improvement: I think that childhood obesity needs to be prevented because it is bad and it causes health
problems. During your studies at Walden, you will be reading, discussing, and producing scholarly writing in
everything from discussion posts to dissertations. If the quotation has fewer than 40 words, include the
quotation in the text. Open image in new window Point 5 has not been met; the abstract has fewer than words.
Am I speaking as a social scientist? Several suggestions regarding teaching and learning of mathematical
problem solving, algebra, and problems about speed and its related concepts of ratio and proportion are made.
The research to be reported may have been designed to address a gap in the literature, to repeat previous
research in a new context or setting or to confirm earlier findings, or it may be that an alternative
methodological approach has been adopted to verify or to challenge previous results. Refereed research
reported in scholarly academic journal papers, professional journals when relevant , book chapters, and books
are the most appropriate sources; official reports e. Girls outperform boys at high school. In this chapter, the
focus is only on APA referencing styles in-text and reference list. Similarly, scholarly writing can differ
depending on style guide. Conclusions that can be drawn, directions for further research, and implications of
the results as they may apply to pertinent contexts or settings. Using headings or dot points, a draft structure
for the literature review for your own use should be outlined.


