
ACTIVE LEARNING

Active learning is a form of learning in which teaching strives to involve students in the learning process more directly
than in other methods. Bonwell ().

This result supports earlier work suggesting that women particularly benefit from active learning approaches
Laws et al. Encourage questions. It can also help teachers or instructors to observe students and see if they
understand the material being discussed. In the Age of Information, we can thankfully move forward and away
from lecture-only models. To prepare for the assignment, the students read the assignment and write down
questions that they have about the reading. Active learning requires appropriate learning environments through
the implementation of correct strategy. Examples of rules-based adaptivity depending on activities include: If
a student is completing a virtual lab simulation and must move the beaker from the shelf to the desk, but they
move a pipette instead, then feedback can be provided to correct and explain the mistake. The teacher could
either give them these questions, or could get them to think of their own questions. The largest positive effects
were seen in class sizes under 50 students and among students under-represented in STEM fields. Some
learning objectives might lend themselves best to students engaging in small-group seminars or a collaborative
project. If properly implemented, it saves instructor time, keeps students prepared, helps students to get more
involved in class discussion and participation and provide cumulative assessment of student progress. At the
next class meeting, the teacher randomly puts students in pairs. However, you are still in charge of the class,
and need to decide when things are available for discussion, and when the class needs to move onto the next
topic or task. This is a good example of active learning because it causes the students to review the work that
is being required at an earlier time to participate. Each of these principles can be drawn on by various active
learning exercises. Most important, to be actively involved, students must engage in such higher-order
thinking tasks as analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. Learning is developmental. What follows are common
issues you may experience and some suggested solutions. Start small, start early, and start with activities that
pose low risk for both instructors and students. The course syllabus: A learning-centered approach. Provide a
short description of a thorny problem, ask them to work in groups to arrive at a decision, and then have groups
share out their decisions and explain their reasoning. Here are a few other ways to bring active learning to
your class through technology: Discussion Boards â€” Have students take what they learned in class or
readings and continue the discussion online. How will the task that I have chosen help my students to learn?
Finally, consult colleagues within your department and the Center for Teaching for help and feedback as you
design and implement active learning approaches. Teaching and Learning Team What is active learning? How
am I using questioning? Another way is to use clicker devices or paper clickers as a way for students to report
their response. In fact, whether something is an active learning task or not depends on the teacher's planning
and style. Upper Saddle River: Prentice Hall,  Situation-driven: the need of the situation is considered in order
to establish learning tasks. When tasks are similar or clearly related to upcoming assignments or assessments,
students are intrinsically motivated to practice in order to prepare for that graded work. A learning cell is a
process of learning where two students alternate asking and answering questions on commonly read materials.


