
OLD AKKADIAN WRITING AND GRAMMAR THIRD

2. Writing of Stops and Sibilants. 3. General Remarks. 4o. C. Auxiliary The present study of Old Akkadian writing and
grammar is.

Scope and syllabus This module places the emphasis on the different dialects that are exhibited by Akkadian
in more than two thousand years of history as a written language. By the 21st century BC Babylonian and
Assyrian, which were to become the primary dialects, were easily distinguishable. For the first time Akkadian
was the official language of the government, although Sumerian was still used in the south for local concerns.
The latest known text in cuneiform Babylonian is an astronomical text dated to 75 AD. For this reason, forms
like lu-prus 'I will decide' are first encountered in Old Babylonian instead of the older la-prus. The nature of
the rule of the Akkad dynasty differed from previous leadership in Mesopotamia in that it temporarily ended
the system of city-states that characterized Babylonia until then and instead began a trend of centralization that
would be copied by Mesopotamian leaders to come. Old Babylonian, along with the closely related dialect
Mariotic , is clearly more innovative than the Old Assyrian dialect and the more distantly related Eblaite
language. From BC onwards, the language is termed Middle Assyrian. However, the language was still used in
its written form; and even after the Greek invasion under Alexander the Great in the 4th century BC, Akkadian
was still a contender as a written language, but spoken Akkadian was likely extinct by this time, or at least
rarely used. After the end of the Mesopotamian kingdoms, which fell due to the Persian conquest of the area,
Akkadian which existed solely in the form of Late Babylonian disappeared as a popular language. Studia
Orientalia,  During the Middle Bronze Age Old Assyrian and Old Babylonian period , the language virtually
displaced Sumerian, which is assumed to have been extinct as a living language by the 18th century BC. The
Hague: Mouton, Huehnergard, J. It was written using cuneiform , a script adopted from the Sumerians using
wedge-shaped symbols pressed in wet clay. Objectives and learning outcomes of the module At the end of the
module the student should have acquired competence in the reading of advanced-level cuneiform texts in
various dialects of Akkadian; should have made progress in the reading, translation and interpretation of
cuneiform texts in the genres studied; should have a better understanding of the written legacy of ancient
Mesopotamia; and should have gained appropriate knowledge of the philological and methodological issues
with which Assyriologists engage. Groningen: Styx, Woodington, N. The creation of agricultural estates
granted by the king to privileged individuals was a novelty introduced by Sargonic kings. Materials for the
Assyrian Dictionary, 3. PhD thesis, Yale,  Workload The module will normally entail two or three hours in the
classroom each week. Both of these are often used for the same syllable in the same text. However, in
Akkadian the script practically became a fully fledged syllabic script , and the original logographic nature of
cuneiform became secondary, though logograms for frequent words such as 'god' and 'temple' continued to be
used. Preparation for classes will include the study of passages from the set texts for reading in class. Full
Year Prerequisites The module is suited to the third year of the study of Akkadian. Additionally, this sign was
used as a determinative for divine names. It is generally understood, however, that originally Old Akkadian
only employed logograms to represent nouns, and that cases where they represent verbs indicate the presence
and influence of a different system. The language's final demise came about during the Hellenistic period
when it was further marginalized by Koine Greek , even though Neo-Assyrian cuneiform remained in use in
literary tradition well into Parthian times. Wiesbaden, Kienast, B.


